The Post War Decade
British and the French from resorting to force and, at the same
time, exerted diplomatic pressure on Egypt to make Nasser more
compliant. But his efforts went in vain, Israel had become im-
patient with the commando raids by the irregular forces across
her border from Egypt, and had also watched with anxiety the
latter's formidable accumulation of Soviet arms. In August 1956,
London, Paris and Tel Aviv secretly agreed upon a plan—care-
fully concealed from Washington—for an attack on Egypt which
envisaged an Israeli invasion that would be quickly followed by
Anglo-French occupation of the Suez Canal zone.
the suez crisis
On 29 October 1956, the Israeli army made a lightning attack
which within a short while almost crippled the Egyptian army
and conquered much of the Sinai peninsula. In close cooperation
with Israel, England and France then delivered ultimatums to
Israel and Egypt on 30 October 1956, to keep away their forces
from the canal zone since the outbreak of hostilities threatened to
disrupt the freedom of navigation through the canaL Egypt was,
moreover, asked to "accept the temporary occupation by Anglo-
French forces of key positions at Port Said, Ismailia and Suez."
On Egypt's refusal to bow to these demands, British and French
planes started aerial bombardment of Egyptian military targets
on 31 October 1956. On the same day, the Egyptians blocked the
Suez Canal by scuttling a number of ships and thereby stopped
the flow of approximately 1,650,000 barrels of oil per day to
Europe and the U.S.A.
Israel was considered by the Soviet Union to have played a
"treacherous" role in the Suez crisis. Since Britain and France
had no legal grounds for armed attack on Egypt, Israel by start-
ing hostilities provided them with an opportunity to join the war
"on the pretext of protecting the Suez Canal from destruction".70
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